
2009 Outstanding Cheektowaga Youth Awards and Service to Youth 
Awards Presented at Town Board Meeting in December 

 
The Town of Cheektowaga began presenting the Outstanding Cheektowaga Youth 
Award and Service to Youth Awards in 1984.  There were two recipients for the Service 
to Youth Awards along with the Outstanding Cheektowaga Youth Award for High 
School and Middle School.  
 
Thank you to the members of Cheektowaga Youth Board and a special thank you to 
Awards Committee for the Outstanding Cheektowaga Youth Award: Tyler Welsh, 
Cynthia Trapper and Jody Nazzarett.  
   
A special thank you was extended to the Detective Potienko Memorial Foundation 
which agreed to sponsor the monetary award for the Outstanding Cheektowaga Youth 
awards, as well as the plaques.  The Detective Potienko Foundation is always willing to 
lend a helping hand to their fellow community members.  Without their help, the 
Cheektowaga Youth Board would not have been able to implement a new Outstanding 
Cheektowaga Youth Award for Middle School students.  Thank you for the immense 
and consistent support of the youth of the Town of Cheektowaga.   
 
Councilmember Rick Zydel, chairman of Town Board’s Youth & Recreation Committee 
and Councilmember Jim Rogowski, a member of the committee, assisted with 
presentation of the awards. 

From left: Youth & Recreation Department Program Coordinator Jillian Gorman-King, Executive Director 
Ellen Fischer, High School Youth Award Recipient Evan Ruh, Awards Committee Member Cynthia 
Trapper, Middle School Youth Award Recipient Jamie Dojka, Youth Engaged in Service Director Michelle 
Coughlin and Service to Youth Award Recipient Susan Dronckowski  
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■ ■ 2009 SERVICE TO YOUTH AWARDS ■ ■  
 

API Heat Transfer 

API Heat Transfer has been selected to receive the Service to Youth Award in 
the Business category.  This company and their employees are extremely generous to 
Town programs, especially the Youth Engaged in Service Program (YES).  API donated 
about $2,000 to the YES program for families in need during the 2008 holiday season.  
This gift allowed YES to provide toys to nine children and numerous gifts cards to their 
parents/guardians.  A once bleak looking Christmas season was brightened and filled 
with joy for the families who relieved these gifts.  It is not only the monetary contribution 
that is so heart-warming, but the caring and selfless offering made by this company and 
their employees to help others in their community.    

 

 

        Continued… 
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Susan Dronckowski 

    Susan Dronckowski has been selected to receive this year’s Service to Youth 
Award in the category of Outstanding Individual.  She has been a Special Education 
Aide in the Cheektowaga-Sloan UFSD for the past 9 years.  There is an unwavering 
dedication that Sue has for the students at John F. Kennedy Middle School.  Besides 
being a dedicated, compassionate and caring aide for many special needs students, 
Sue is a constant presence in the school for many other things.  Ms. Dronckowski is the 
co-advisor and co-founder of the JFK Middle School yearbook, Bear Tales.  After only 
the third year of its existence Bear Tales was nominated for “Book of the Year” and 
became a national showcase for Lifetouch Yearbook.  Sue is also responsible for 
starting the birthday club and decorating the school with beautiful posters, graphics, 
bulleting boards and signs.  She volunteers her time in the spring to help with track and 
field events/meets.  Every year Sue puts in thousands of extra hours of her time 
attending social, athletic and school events. 

 

Continued…. 
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■■ 2009 OUTSTANDING CHEEKTOWAGA YOUTH AWARDS ■ ■  

Jamie Dojka--Middle School Recipient 

Jamie Dojka has been selected as the recipient of the Outstanding Cheektowaga 
Youth Award in the middle school category. Jamie is currently an eighth grader at JFK 
Middle School.  Besides being an honor roll student in all her middle school classes, 
Jamie is very successful in advanced high school level courses.  She has been editor of 
the Middle School yearbook for two years, is an officer of the National Junior Honor 
Society, a member of the birthday club, Zoo crew and several other clubs and athletics.  
Jamie’s constant dedication to excellence in everything she does never detracts from 
her unwavering kindness, compassion, and generosity to her peers.  She is the first to 
offer a helping hand to a fellow student or faculty member.    

In addition to a plaque, Jamie will be receiving a $25.00 gift certificate to Barnes 
and Noble. 

 

       Continued… 
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Evan Ruh--High School Recipient  

Evan Ruh is this year’s recipient of the High School Outstanding Cheektowaga 
Youth Award. Evan is currently a senior at St. Joseph’s Collegiate Institute.  Evan has 
consistently pushed himself to excel in his academics and it shows with his outstanding 
success in the numerous AP courses he is taking. Throughout Evan’s high school 
career he has been an active participant in school activities such as concert band, 
Collegiate Scholars program and soccer. In addition to participating in these school 
activities, Evan has also managed to volunteer with the Cheektowaga YES program for 
four years, be extremely involved with the Boy Scouts, where he earned the rank of 
Eagle Scout and volunteer at his church. Evan has proven to be an outstanding student 
with his service to both the school and the community.  He is a fine young man who is 
polite, respectful, caring, loyal and dedicated.  Evan is an outstanding individual who is 
truly very hardworking and extremely deserving of this award.  

 In addition to a plaque, Evan will be receiving a $200.00 award sponsored by 
the Detective Potienko Memorial Foundation. 

 


